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Care of Boarders Who Are Unwell Policy

This policy has regard to

The Equality Act, 2010
The Health and Safety (First-Aid) Regulations 1981
Education (Independent School Standards) (England) Regulations 2003

First Aid Approved Code of Practice and Guidance - HSE - 1997 - L74
Guidance on First Aid for Schools - A Good Practice Guide - DfE – 1998
Boarding schools National minimum standards, 1 April 2015
Introduction

This policy has been written for use by parents, students and staff at The Montessori Place.

All new boarders’ parents complete a Medical Form on entry to the school. The information contained on the form indicates serious medical conditions, allergies, past inoculations and vaccinations, and their child’s existing GP. 
The Montessori Place addresses the boarders’ health and well being in a number of ways integrated within our approach to pastoral care, which falls within the overall responsibility of the House Mother and Director of Boarding. 
It is our expectation that students remain registered with their current GPs as they are only at the school for a maximum of 4 nights per week. Regular dental checks should also be carried out with their family dentist. The school can however refer boarders for routine dental, orthodontic, optometric or other specialist services and will escort the boarder to the appointment if necessary. 

If a boarder becomes unwell while in school they speak to the Guide who is first aid trained. The guide assesses their condition. If the student is thought too ill to return to their work, the guide may decide to call their parents to collect the student. If rest is called for then the student may return to their dorm, or stay in the Medical Room. Two Medical Rooms are available on the same level as the dormitories. 

The House Mother (or during school hours, the Guide) will make regular checks and administer medication or provide food and drink. If a boarder has vomited, s/he will be kept off school for 48 hours as per our protocol. If it is thought a boarder is suffering from an infectious illness, the School Doctor will be informed and the child isolated. Parents/Guardians will be informed via phone or email of the illness. 
Management of Health and Personal Problems

All young people will have health and personal problems from time to time. Sometimes these can become significant and require extra support from House Mother and the pastoral team. 

These could be medical difficulties (such as asthma) or a condition requiring special treatment or management.  The problems may also be emotional, due to homesickness or related times of personal stress.   

The House Mother with the Director of Boarding will seek to identify any issues at an early stage and give suitable support to the young person.  Links exist between The Montessori Place and professional services to which young people are referred as appropriate. 
Care Plan for the Unwell Boarder 

If a student is feeling unwell the Guide (or House Mother after school hours) will be informed by him/her or a fellow boarder. It will be noted that s/he is absent at Breakfast time. 
The following schedule then applies:

	8.30am 


	Visit the young person in his/her bedroom to assess the level of illness. If they are suffering from diarrhoea, vomiting or displaying flu-like symptoms, take them to the Student Medical Room. They should stay in the Medical Room until they have recovered. 

	9am


	Breakfast, fluids and any relevant medication should be given following the initial assessment. 

Inform the guied that the young person will be absent from school. The Guide informs the Parent. 

	11.00am 
	The Guide checks on the young person’s progress. Refresh fluids. 

	12pm 


	Give them lunch and check on fluid intake. Administer any medication if required. 

	2pm
	Interim checks on their progress. Refresh fluids. 

	5.00pm


	Check on the young person’s progress and administer any additional medication if required. 

	6.30pm
	Offer supper and refresh fluids. 

	9.00pm
	Interim check on progress 

	10.30pm 
	Bedtime check and administer any additional medication if required. 


If at anytime the young person’s condition improves, they should be encouraged to get up and dressed and either return to the work environment, or rest in the library.
If at anytime the young person’s condition deteriorates, is considered to be serious or general advice is needed, call 111. 

In case of emergency, dial 999 (or 112 from a mobile phone). 
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