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Curriculum Policy
With reference to

The Education Regulations, 2014

Part 2, paragraph 5 of The Education (Independent School Standards) (England) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2014 in force from 5th January 2015 and amended September 2015.

“And so we discovered that education is not something which the teacher does, but that it is a natural process which develops spontaneously in the human being. It is not acquired by listening to words, but in virtue of experiences in which the child acts on his environment. The teacher’s task is not to talk, but to prepare and arrange a series of motives for cultural activity in a special environment made for the child.”
Dr. Maria Montessori, Absorbent Mind, 1967
Education as an Aid to Life
We observe children and young people, and seek to use those observations in the preparation of environments in which children can find what they need for their development. Observation as a pedagogical tool is at its most powerful when it takes place in an environment that is specially prepared for the needs of children and young people at each stage of their development.  We seek to prepare environments in which children can find what they need for their development. 
Our deepest educational belief is that children are born with extraordinary minds, and hearts full of love, and that the basic thrust of their life is an expression of this love and intelligence in relation to their world. We believe that if we prepare environments in which children can find what they need, they will choose what they need to be supported in their being and becoming; and that this becoming is the realisation or incarnation of the energy of loving intelligence that they are in essence. 

Our environments are prepared in accordance with the training we receive from the Association Montessori Internationale (AMI), an organisation Dr. Maria Montessori founded in 1927, with the specific objective of protecting the legacy of her work. The AMI trainings are international and are offered at 3 levels: birth to three, three to six and six to twelve. These different trainings reflect the psychological stages children go through as they develop into adult human beings. 

The environments we prepare reflect the cultural heritage the children are a part of. For the youngest children this may mean tools that help them learn to prepare a snack for themselves. For the older children it includes educational materials that help orient them in the landscape of disciplinary knowledge. Our approach is concerned with the whole child, or the child as a holistic being. We speak especially of the mind and the body, and of not dividing the two.

Please refer to the following four sets of folders for details on the curriculum at each level (ages 1-3, 3-6, 6-12, 12-16):

· Infant Community Albums

· Children’s House Albums

· Elementary Albums

· Young People’s Community Schemes of Work
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